
 

 

   

  
 

Morning Prayer II 
The Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday (Year A) 

APRIL 5, 2020                    10:00 AM RITE II SERVICE 

Welcome to St. Thomas à Becket Episcopal Church  
where we celebrate the glory of God in Jesus Christ through 
worship, service, and fellowship. We believe God calls us to 
grow by expanding our spiritual life, focusing our outreach,  

and increasing our ministry to one another.  

You may celebrate privately or with the online gathering. 

The Liturgy of the Palms 
PRELUDE                      J.S. BACH 
ALL GLORY LAUD AND HONOR 

The People gather with palms. 

ACCLAMATION     BCP 270 

Officiant Blessed is the King  
who comes in the name of the Lord. 

People Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of 
our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the 
contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you 
have given us life and immortality; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

MATTHEW 21:1-11 

When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem 
and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, 

Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the 
village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a 
donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring 
them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say 
this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them 
immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had been 
spoken through the prophet, saying, 

Tell the daughter of  Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 

humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
and on a colt, the foal of  a donkey. 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 
they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their 
cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd 
spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 
The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed 
were shouting, 

Hosanna to the Son of  David! 
Blessed is the one who comes  

in the name of  the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven! 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in 
turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The crowds were saying, 
“This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you.  
Officiant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Officiant It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for 
the acts of love by which you have redeemed us through 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered 
the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was 
proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their 
garments and branches of palm along his way. Let these 
branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we 
who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our 
King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; 
who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy 
Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE BENEDICTUS 

All Blessed is he who comes in the name of  
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

THE PROCESSION 

Officiant Let us go forth in peace.  
People  In the name of Christ. Amen. 

All may process indoors or outside (safely)  
while waving hands or branches and singing with joy. 



 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN          #154 
ALL GLORY LAUD AND HONOR 

 

COLLECT FOR THE PALMS 

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy 
but first he suffered pain, and entered not into glory 
before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, 
walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other 
than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SIN                   BCP 79 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Silence may be kept. Then All pray together, kneeling: 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you  
 in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
 and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
 and walk in your ways, 
 to the glory of  your Name. Amen. 

Officiant stands and gives the Absolution (pluralize for lay use) 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your 
sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep 
you in eternal life. Amen. 

The People may stand. 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
THE PRECES     BCP 80 

Officiant Lord, open our lips.  
People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
All  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

THE JUBILATE PSALM 100      BCP 82 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 
serve the Lord with gladness 
and come before his presence with a song.    

Know this: The Lord himself  is God; *  
he himself  has made us and we are his; 
we are his people and the sheep of  his pasture.  

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;   
go into his courts with praise; * 
 give thanks to him and call upon his Name.  
For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; *  

and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

THE PSALM APPOINTED FOR TODAY IS 31:9-16  

Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; * 
my eye is consumed with sorrow, 
and also my throat and my belly. 

For my life is wasted with grief, 
and my years with sighing; * 



 

 

 my strength fails me because of  affliction, 
 and my bones are consumed. 
I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to 
my neighbors, a dismay to those of  my acquaintance; * 
 when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
I am forgotten like a dead man, out of  mind; * 

I am as useless as a broken pot. 
For I have heard the whispering of  the crowd; 
fear is all around; * 
 they put their heads together against me; 
 they plot to take my life. 
But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. * 
I have said, "You are my God. 
My times are in your hand; * 
 rescue me from the hand of  my enemies, 
 and from those who persecute me. 
Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 

and in your loving-kindness save me.” 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

The Lessons 
The People may be seated for the readings. 

 A READING FROM THE PROPHET ISAIAH (50:4-9A) 

The Lord GOD has given me 
the tongue of  a teacher, 

that I may know how to sustain 
the weary with a word. 

Morning by morning he wakens— 
wakens my ear  
to listen as those who are taught. 

The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
and I was not rebellious,  
I did not turn backward. 

I gave my back to those who struck me, 
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

I did not hide my face 
from insult and spitting. 

The Lord GOD helps me; 
therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like flint, 
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;  
he who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 
Let us stand up together. 

Who are my adversaries? 
Let them confront me. 

It is the Lord GOD who helps me; 
who will declare me guilty? 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Silence may be kept. 

CANTICLE 15 THE SONG OF MARY    BCP 91 

My soul proclaims the greatness of  the Lord,  
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

the Almighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him *  
in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of  his arm, * 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, *  
and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of  his servant Israel, *  
for he has remembered his promise of  mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, *  
to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE 
CHURCH IN PHILIPPI (2:5-11) 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of  God, 
did not regard equality with God  
as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, 
taking the form of  a slave,  
being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself   
and became obedient to the point of  death— 
even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name  
that is above every name, 

so that at the name of  Jesus 
every knee should bend,  
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 



 

 

and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of  God the Father. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Silence may be kept. 

CANTICLE 16 THE SONG OF ZECHARIAH    BCP 92 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of  Israel; * 
he has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *  
born of  the house of  his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets he promised of  old,  
that he would save us from our enemies, * 
from the hands of  all who hate us. 

He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 
and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
to set us free from the hands of  our enemies,  

Free to worship him without fear, * 
holy and righteous in his sight 
all the days of  our life. 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, *  
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

To give his people knowledge of  salvation *  
by the forgiveness of  their sins. 

In the tender compassion of  our God * 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the 
shadow of  death, * 
and to guide our feet into the way of  peace. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Passion 
THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
ACCORDING TO MATTHEW (26:14-27:66)  

The People may remain seated for the first part of the Passion. 
Please respond with the words in bold in the reading. 

At the verse which mentions the arrival at Golgotha, all stand. 

One of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went 
to the chief priests and said, “What will you give me if 
I betray him to you?” They paid him thirty pieces of 
silver. And from that moment he began to look for an 
opportunity to betray him. 

On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples 
came to Jesus, saying, “Where do you want us to make 
the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” He said, 
“Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, ‘The 
Teacher says, My time is near; I will keep the Passover 
at your house with my disciples.’” So the disciples did 
as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the 
Passover meal. 

When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve; 
and while they were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, 
one of you will betray me.” And they became greatly 
distressed and began to say to him one after another, 
“Surely not I, Lord?” He answered, “The one who has 
dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. 
The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe 
to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It 
would have been better for that one not to have been 
born.” Judas, who betrayed him, said, “Surely not I, 
Rabbi?” He replied, “You have said so.” 

While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and 
after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and 
said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, 
and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will never again drink 
of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it 
new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the 
Mount of Olives. Then Jesus said to them, “You will all 
become deserters because of me this night; for it is 
written, 

‘I will strike the shepherd,  
the sheep of  the flock will be scattered.’ 

But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to 
Galilee.” Peter said to him, “Though all become 
deserters because of you, I will never desert you.” Jesus 
said to him, “Truly I tell you, this very night, before the 
cock crows, you will deny me three times.” Peter said 
to him, “Even though I must die with you, I will not 
deny you.” And so said all the disciples. 

Then Jesus went with them to a place called 
Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here 
while I go over there and pray.” He took with him 
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be 
grieved and agitated. Then he said to them, “I am 
deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay 
awake with me.” And going a little farther, he threw 
himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is 
possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want 



 

 

but what you want.” Then he came to the disciples and 
found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “So, could 
you not stay awake with me one hour? Stay awake and 
pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again he 
went away for the second time and prayed, “My Father, 
if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 
Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes 
were heavy. So leaving them again, he went away and 
prayed for the third time, saying the same words. Then 
he came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still 
sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, 
and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of 
sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at 
hand.” 

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, 
arrived; with him was a large crowd with swords and 
clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the 
people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, 
saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.” At 
once he came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” 
and kissed him. Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you 
are here to do.” Then they came and laid hands on 
Jesus and arrested him. Suddenly, one of those with 
Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the 
slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus 
said to him, “Put your sword back into its place; for all 
who take the sword will perish by the sword. Do you 
think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at 
once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But 
how then would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it 
must happen in this way?” At that hour Jesus said to 
the crowds, “Have you come out with swords and 
clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after 
day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest 
me. But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures 
of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples 
deserted him and fled. 

Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas 
the high priest, in whose house the scribes and the 
elders had gathered. But Peter was following him at a 
distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest; and 
going inside, he sat with the guards in order to see how 
this would end. Now the chief priests and the whole 
council were looking for false testimony against Jesus 
so that they might put him to death, but they found 
none, though many false witnesses came forward. At 
last two came forward and said, “This fellow said, ‘I am 
able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in 
three days.’” The high priest stood up and said, “Have 
you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?” 
But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him, 

“I put you under oath before the living God, tell us if 
you are the Messiah, the Son of God.” Jesus said to 
him, “You have said so. But I tell you, 

From now on you will see the Son of  Man  
seated at the right hand of  Power  
and coming on the clouds of  heaven.” 

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has 
blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? You have 
now heard his blasphemy. What is your verdict?” They 
answered, “He deserves death.” Then they spat in his 
face and struck him; and some slapped him, saying, 
“Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that struck 
you?” 

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A 
servant-girl came to him and said, “You also were with 
Jesus the Galilean.” But he denied it before all of them, 
saying, “I do not know what you are talking about.” 
When he went out to the porch, another servant-girl 
saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was 
with Jesus of Nazareth.” Again he denied it with an 
oath, “I do not know the man.” After a little while the 
bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you 
are also one of them, for your accent betrays you.” 
Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I do 
not know the man!” At that moment the cock crowed. 
Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: “Before 
the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” And he 
went out and wept bitterly. 

When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders 
of the people conferred together against Jesus in order 
to bring about his death. They bound him, led him 
away, and handed him over to Pilate the governor. 

When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was 
condemned, he repented and brought back the thirty 
pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. He 
said, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” But 
they said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself.” 
Throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he 
departed; and he went and hanged himself. But the 
chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not 
lawful to put them into the treasury, since they are 
blood money.” After conferring together, they used 
them to buy the potter’s field as a place to bury 
foreigners. For this reason that field has been called the 
Field of Blood to this day. Then was fulfilled what had 
been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, “And they 
took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of the one on 
whom a price had been set, on whom some of the 
people of Israel had set a price, and they gave them for 
the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.” 



 

 

Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the 
governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 
Jesus said, “You say so.” But when he was accused by 
the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. Then 
Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many 
accusations they make against you?” But he gave him 
no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the 
governor was greatly amazed. 

Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to 
release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they 
wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, 
called Jesus Barabbas. So after they had gathered, Pilate 
said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for 
you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the 
Messiah?” For he realized that it was out of jealousy 
that they had handed him over. While he was sitting on 
the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have 
nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have 
suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.” 
Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the 
crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 
The governor again said to them, “Which of the two 
do you want me to release for you?” And they said, 
“Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, “Then what should I 
do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them 
said, “Let him be crucified!” Then he asked, “Why, 
what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, 
“Let him be crucified!” 

So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather 
that a riot was beginning, he took some water and 
washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am 
innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 
Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be 
on us and on our children!” So he released Barabbas 
for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over 
to be crucified. 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the 
governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole 
cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet 
robe on him, and after twisting some thorns into a 
crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his 
right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, 
saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They spat on him, and 
took the reed and struck him on the head. After 
mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put 
his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to 
crucify him. 

As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene 
named Simon; they compelled this man to carry his 
cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha* 
(which means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine 

to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he 
would not drink it. And when they had crucified him, 
they divided his clothes among themselves by casting 
lots; then they sat down there and kept watch over him. 
Over his head they put the charge against him, which 
read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 

Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his 
right and one on his left. Those who passed by derided 
him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who would 
destroy the temple and build it in three days, save 
yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from 
the cross.” In the same way the chief priests also, along 
with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, 
“He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the 
King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, 
and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God 
deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s 
Son.’” The bandits who were crucified with him also 
taunted him in the same way. 

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land 
until three in the afternoon. And about three o’clock 
Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, 
they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” At once one 
of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, 
put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the 
others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come 
to save him.” Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice 
and breathed his last. At that moment the curtain of 
the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The 
earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also 
were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had 
fallen asleep were raised. After his resurrection they 
came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and 
appeared to many. Now when the centurion and those 
with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the 
earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and 
said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 

Many women were also there, looking on from a 
distance; they had followed Jesus from Galilee and had 
provided for him. Among them were Mary Magdalene, 
and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the 
mother of the sons of Zebedee. 

When it was evening, there came a rich man from 
Arimathea, named Joseph, who was also a disciple of 
Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of 
Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. So 
Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen 
cloth and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had 
hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the 



 

 

door of the tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb. 

The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the 
chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate 
and said, “Sir, we remember what that impostor said 
while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise 
again.’ Therefore command the tomb to be made 
secure until the third day; otherwise his disciples may 
go and steal him away, and tell the people, ‘He has been 
raised from the dead,’ and the last deception would be 
worse than the first.” Pilate said to them, “You have a 
guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can.” So 
they went with the guard and made the tomb secure by 
sealing the stone.  

Silence may be kept. 

HOMILY                   THE REV. JOHN ELLIOTT LEIN  

THE APOSTLES’ CREED                             BCP 96 
The People may stand for recitation of the historic Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
maker of  heaven and earth;  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
 and born of  the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of  saints, 
the forgiveness of  sins, 
the resurrection of  the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

The Prayers 
The People may stand or kneel for the prayers. 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER      BCP 97 

All pray together: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  
     on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

SUFFRAGES SET A      BCP 97 

The People respond with the lines marked “R”. 

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.  And grant us your salvation. 

V.  Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R.  Let your people sing with joy. 

V.  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.  For only in you can we live in safety. 

V.  Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.  And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  

V.  Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.  Your saving health among all nations. 

V.  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.  Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

V.  Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.  And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY   BCP 219 

Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the 
human race you sent your Son our Savior Jesus Christ 
to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon 
the cross, giving us the example of his great humility: 
Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his 
suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

A COLLECT FOR GRACE    BCP 100 

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have 
brought us in safety to this new day: Preserve us with 
your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor 
be overcome by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to 
the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   THE R. REV. WOLF 

The People may stand or kneel for the prayers  
and respond to each petition as instructed. 



 

 

Jesus stretched out his arms of love and embraced 
human suffering, drawing the peoples of the world into 
his wounded heart, that they might share in his 
resurrection. With great devotion and gratitude, we lift 
our voices in prayer, responding, “Christ, have 
mercy.” 

For Christians throughout the world who are being 
imprisoned and persecuted for their belief in Christ, 
that faith may be their shield, courage a mantle upon 
their shoulders, and love a lantern to their footsteps; 
Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

That we may pass over from weapons of war to the 
armaments of peace: food, education, meaningful 
work, security, water, and health care; Lord, have 
mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

For Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our 
Presiding Bishop; Mike, Bishop of our diocese; John, 
our priest, and Al, our deacon, that through their words 
and presence we may be guided faithfully through our 
Holy Week pilgrimage; Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

That we may confess the sovereignty of Christ, sharing 
his unique expression of love, and inviting the un-
churched to join in the Paschal Feast; Lord, have 
mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

That we may prepare ourselves to welcome into the 
community of faith those who will be baptized this 
Easter season, and to support and affirm those who 
will be confirmed, received, or who will reaffirm their 
faith; Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

For those who have departed this life in the fellowship 
of Jesus and his apostles, that they may reside in his 
eternal presence; Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy upon us who humbly put our trust 
in you, as we continue our prayers and supplications.  

For Trinity, Shepherdstown and St. Christopher, 
Charleston on our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, and The 
Rev. Antonio De Calvo, Vicario Parroquia de la 
Trinidad, in our Companion Diocese in Columbia, 
Lord, have mercy.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For those on our Prayer List: for Tom Brown; Lynn 
Cartwright; Colleen Clardy-Dalton; Marian Conner; 
Shirley Durfee; Marty French; Mason Hardin; Jay 

Harman; Jerrey Hoyt; Lauren Mersch; Odell Miller; 
Irene Mogyoros; Rich Pattison; Kevin Regan; 
Rayland Stemple; Mike Tingley; Alesha Wible; Li 
Yang; Doug Yoder; Bennie Allison; Tom Anderson; 
Ozzie Ayscue; Jenece Baker; Alice Ballas; Deborah 
Bentley; James Berard; Derbie Bernard; Emily Black; 
Beth Brown; John Chanas; Jimmy Clarke; Fr. John V. 
Di Bacco Jr.; Dustinand all others we name now 
silently or aloud …  [pause for prayers]  Lord, have mercy.  

Christ, have mercy. 

The Officiant adds a concluding Collect.  

HYMN OR ANTHEM          #383 
FAIREST LORD JESUS 
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All pray together. 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 



 

 

to us and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth 
your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
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Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time 
with one accord to make our common supplication to 
you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his 
Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O 
Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and 
in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

RECOGNITION OF BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

Birthdays:  Apr. 6: Joshua Broadman; Apr. 10: Phillip 
Bostian, Beth Royall; Apr. 11: Susan Seitz 

Birthday Prayer: Gracious God, as we rejoice in the 
birthday of [this your child / these your children], we pray 
that the year ahead will be one of blessing and peace, 
and that the year will bring continual joy in the 
knowledge of your steadfast grace and love; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Anniversary Prayer: Loving God, you have blessed 
[this couple / these couples] with the gift of marriage:  we 
pray that they may continue to love, honor, and cherish 
each other, and that they will find in each other the 
reflection of your abiding and sustaining grace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

CONCLUSION 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do 
infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to 
him from generation to generation in the Church, and 
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.   

POSTLUDE                    J.S. BACH 
I WILL NOT ABANDON GOD 
 

 



 

 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

COMING EVENTS 
Apr. 5: Virtual Coffee Hour today at 11:30 am via 

Zoom (or call 929-436-2866 with Meeting 
ID 304-296-0270) 

Apr. 7:  Evening Prayer (YouTube) Tuesday at 7:00 pm 
Apr. 9: Maundy Thursday @ Home (resources for 

Agape Meals and prayers will be provided) 
Apr. 10: Good Friday at 7:00 pm 
Apr. 11: Easter Vigil Saturday at 8:00 pm 
Apr. 12: Easter Sunday with the Most Rev. Curry at 

the Washington National Cathedral, 11:15 am 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Holy Week: We will be providing guidance on 
how to make this center of our liturgical year a 
sacred experience at home as well as via online 
celebrations over the next week.  

• We will be starting a new online book study / 
discussion group for the Easter season, 
beginning after Holy Week.  

• We do not yet know when we will be able to safely 
meet again in person. For the foreseeable future, 
we will be celebrating online-only. Many nearby 
dioceses have been indicating May 15 as a target 
date for now, but we have nothing set by our 
bishop yet and all this may change. Stay healthy, stay 
connected (virtually), and stay home will continue to be 
our mantra for now.  
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75 Old Cheat Road, Morgantown, WV 26508 

(304) 296-0270 • parish@stthomasabecket.org 

Church Office Hours:  
The Church Office is closed for now; 

you may call or text Natalie at 208-360-2787 (leave message). 

Appointments with Father John, our Priest-in-Charge: 
Call 681-285-2158 or email rector@stthomasabecket.org for a video chat.
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